
Kevin is currently the Vice President and 
General Counsel of ABCO, Inc. He is respon-
sible for handling all legal issues, works to 
develop new product offerings, and is 
involved with the daily business management 
of this technical sales corporation. Prior to 
joining ABCO, he was a partner in the Hall 
Booth Smith, P.C. firm. 

Kevin is the former chairman of the Ethics 
Commission for the state of Georgia – a 
quasi-judicial state agency. He has also 
served as the Deputy Legislative Counsel to 
Georgia Lt. Governor Casey Cagle.

Kevin graduated from the University of 
Georgia. He earned his law degree from the 
Georgia State College of Law and earned 
honors distinction for his performance in mock 
trials. Kevin was selected for and completed 
the Harvard Kennedy School’s Emerging 
Leaders program, and he presently serves on 
the Advisory Board for the Vice President of 
Student Affairs at the University of Georgia. 

Kevin Abernethy is a lifelong Christ the King 
parishioner. He presently serves as a Christ 
the King lector. Kevin is also a Cristo Rey 
Jesuit High School mentor and firmly believes 
in the Cristo Rey mission.

In his spare time, Kevin enjoys playing golf, 
jogging, reading and snow skiing.  

Kevin Abernethy
VP and General Counsel

ABCO, Inc.
Parish: Christ the King

Jeffrey Adams
Senior Associate

Alston & Bird
Parish: Christ the King

Jeffrey M. H. Adams is a Senior Associate in 
the Corporate Real Estate department at 
Alston & Bird. Mr. Adams focuses his practice 
on the representation of real estate developer 
and investor clients, including private equity 
funds, public and private REITS, insurance 
companies and foreign and domestic family 
offices engaged in joint venture or fund 
negotiation. He also has significant 
experience on property-level acquisition, 
disposition, financing and development 
negotiations, including portfolio transactions 
involving a broad array of real estate asset 
classes. 

Jeffery received his J.D., cum laude, in 2008 
from Duke University School of Law, where he 
was executive editor of the Duke 
Environmental Law and Policy Forum. He 
received his B.A. in history from Duke 
University in 2004.

Jeffery is the current President of the Atlanta 
St. Thomas More Society Board of Directors. 
Additionally, he serves on the Duke University 
Atlanta Young Alumni Development Council 
Board.

In his spare time, Jeffery enjoys fly-fishing, 
hiking and adventure travel and is a sports 
junkie.  He and his wife, Hilary, are members 
of Christ the King.
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Eric is an experienced leader with 20 years of 
business management experience. After 
obtaining his MBA, Eric joined Ernst & 
Young's management consulting practice. 
After four years of consulting on various 
projects, Eric became a Director of 
E-Business for a Fortune 500 Company 
where he led several projects focused on 
leveraging the internet to improve business 
performance. In 2002, Eric co-founded 
Bluemont Associates and led the consulting 
practice for eight years. In 2010, Eric 
accepted the position of Chief Operating 
Officer at Clearwave Corporation.

Being actively involved in his Parish home, 
Mary Our Queen, Eric serves on the Board of 
Trustees at Randolph-Macon Academy and is 
the president of his homeowner’s association.  

Eric was born and raised in Northern VA as a 
Methodist.  He married a Catholic in 1999 and 
then became Episcopalian.  Eric made the 
decision to convert to Catholicism in 2014. 

Eric lives in Peachtree Corners with his wife 
of 17 years, Linda Anderson and their 
10-year-old daughter Sydney.  His daughter 
Sydney attends Notre Dame Academy.   

Eric Anderson
Chief Operating Officer
Clearwave Corporation

Parish: Mary Our Queen

Peggy Ballou
President and Manager

PB4 Consulting
Parish: Basilica of the Sacred Heart

Peggy Ballou is President and Manager of 
PB4Consulting. She develops and leads solid 
business strategy for small businesses to 
support expansion. Prior to starting her own 
consulting firm, Peggy worked for 16 years as 
a Quality and Service Project Manager for 
Hewlett Packard.

Peggy received her Bachelor of Science 
degree in Management Information Systems 
from Kennesaw University and her Masters of 
Science in Computer Information Systems 
(Graduate Certificate) from the University of 
Phoenix.

Peggy has been an active member in The 
Basilica of the Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
since 1983.  During her time there, she has 
served as Eucharistic Minister and Lectorer 
on a regular basis.  

She is also an active member of the Atlanta 
Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women 
(AACCW.)  There, she helps provide home 
cooked meals and a sense of fellowship with 
the Humphery students from various countries 
under the Villa International Program. 

Peggy also attends the Knights of Peter 
Claver Gulf Coast Junior Conferences in 
which she holds the Chairperson position.  
While doing so, she helped spearhead the 
“Adopt a Lady” program where senior ladies 
mentor Junior Daughters.
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Lyndon Batiste gratuated from Morehouse 
College with a Bachelor’s Degree in religious 
Studies.  After college, he attended Beulah 
Height University where he earned two 
degrees: an Associate Degree in Biblical 
Studies and his Master’s Degree in Biblical 
Studies, graduating Magna Cum Laude.

In 2010, Lyndon began working with the 
Clayton County Public Library System as a 
Youth Assistant and Teen Services Specialist.
In 2015, Batiste became the Assistant Branch 
Manager. Batistealso serves as the Youth 
Minister at the Most Blessed Sacrament 
Church.

Lyndon is an entrepreneur, having founded 
Batiste Ministries in 2004.  Lyndon is also the 
CEO and founder of 1Life Music Group.

As a musician, Lyndon has been nominated 
for three Atlanta Gospel Choice Music Awards 
and has shared the stage with countless 
notable and Grammy nominated artists.

In 2010, Lyndon married his high school 
sweetheart, Jessica Batiste. Together they 
have two children, Lyndon Jamal Batiste, Jr. 
and Jackson Lee Batiste.

Lyndon J. Batiste
Assistant Branch Manager 

Clayton County Library System
& Youth Minister

Most Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church
Parish: Most Blessed Sacrament

Leslie Blanchard, CPA
Certified Financial Planner
TruWealth Management
Parish: Christ the King

Leslie Blanchard has been working in Wealth 
Management for several years and is 
currently a Certified Financial Planner at True 
Wealth. She loves helping clients plan for 
their financial future and making their goals 
a reality. 
 
Leslie obtained her Bachelor’s in Commerce 
and Business Administration from the 
University of Alabama and a Masters of 
Professional Accountancy at Georgia State 
University. 

Besides leading a busy work life, Leslie is 
involved in programs such as Cristo Rey, 
Meals on Wheels, the Financial Planning 
Association and various CPA organizations. 
When she finds free time, she spends it with 
her husband of three years, Nick, and her 
dog. 

Leslie loves to travel, explore new things in 
town and spend time with close friends and 
family.

   



2016 Catholic Charities Atlanta   Leadership Class

Lisa Blume has over 25 years experience in 
human resources,  consulting, organizational 
development, and coaching.  She is 
passionate about driving business results 
through coaching and mentoring, and recently 
achieved certification as a professional coach.  

Blume graduated from the University of 
Minnesota with a bachelor's degree in 
Psychology.  Outside of work, Lisa is active in 
her community, serving as President of the 
Gardenia Chapter of the National Charity 
League where she spends time volunteering 
with her youngest daughter.  

Lisa is proud mom to three daughters, and 
spends a lot of her free time with her family.  
In addition, she enjoys hiking and walking 
and is passionate about health and fitness.  

Lisa also serves her parish, the Catholic 
Church of St. Ann, as a member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council. Lisa is originally from Green 
Bay, Wisconsin and is an avid Green Bay 
Packers fan!

Lisa Blume, CCP, SPHR
Senior Performance Consultant

ADP, LLC
Parish: St. Ann’s

Michael Boutros
Counsel

Krevolin & Horst, LLC
Parish: Basilica of the Sacred Heart

Michael Boutros is Counsel at Krevolin & 
Horst, LLC.  He handles a wide variety of 
business and complex litigation, particularly in 
the areas of intellectual property partnership, 
shareholder disputes, trade secrets, 
contracts, and restrictive covenants.
 
Michael earned his J.D. from New York 
University School of Law. He received his 
B.A., summa cum laude, in Political Science 
from The College of New Jersey with minors 
in International Studies and History.

Originally from New Jersey, Boutros worked 
for over two years at Fried, Frank, Harris, 
Shriver & Jacobson in New York. He then 
volunteered in Montpellier, France, where he 
assisted in recreational and educational 
activities at a children's hospital and taught 
English at a junior high school, before moving 
to Atlanta to clerk for a federal judge.  
 
Michael has been happily married to his wife 
Jessica for over a year and a half, and they 
enjoy exploring the city and traveling.   They 
are active parishioners at the Basilica of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, where Michael is an 
usher and has served in the St. Vincent de 
Paul Society and Habitat for Humanity 
ministries. 
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Kevin Clickner is a Senior Manager at Jabian 
Consulting where he is currently leading the 
strategic planning workstream of the large-
scale transformation of a hospitality client.  He 
is also the 2016 Board Chair of Jabian Cares, 
a 501(c) charitable organization that provides 
an outlet for his firm to give back to the local 
community. 

Kevin received his B.S. in Management and 
the Georgia Institute of Technology. He 
received his Masters of Business Administra-
tion and Health Administration at Georgia 
State University. 
 
Kevin and his wife live in Cumming, GA and 
have been married for 6 years. They have a 
son and a daughter, ages 3 and 1. Outside of 
work, Kevin loves spending quality time with 
his wife and children as well as his parents, 
siblings, and extended family. He also enjoys 
exploring the outdoors and creative writing. 

Kevin Clickner
Senior Manager

Jabian Consulting
Parish: St. Brendan the Navigator

Jennifer Camp, MBA
Strategy and Operations Consultant

Deloitte
Parish: Christ the King

Jennifer Camp is a Consultant with Deloitte.  
She is an experienced management 
consultant and project manager with a 
consultative management style who is able to 
drive and achieve business objectives. 
Additionally, she is skilled in solving complex 
and challenging business problems with deep 
expertise in transformations and efficiency.

Jennifer recently moved back to the Atlanta 
area after working in Washington DC for the 
past five years with Booz Allen Hamilton. She 
is happy to be back in Atlanta to continue her 
work as a Strategy and Operations consultant 
with federal agencies. 

Jennifer received her BS in Industrial 
Engineering from Georgia Tech and a MBA 
from the Goizueta Business School at Emory 
University. 

While in DC, Camp was involved in her local 
Catholic parish serving the heart of 
Washington. Since moving back to Atlanta, 
Camp has become a parishioner of Christ the 
King Cathedral and has been a member of 
both the Receiving and Giving Teams of the 
Christ Renews His Parish ministry. 

When she is not helping her clients, Camp 
enjoys being active and spending time with 
family and friends.
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Christopher Connors, PMP
Consultant

Slalom Consulting
Parish: St. Thomas More

Christopher Connors is a Consultant for 
Slalom Consulting where he helps Fortune 
500 clients achieve their goals. He has five 
years' experience at top management 
consulting firms as well as several years 
experience in the Program Management 
Office (PMO) for the New York City 
government. Additionally, Christopher is a 
writer and speaker. 

Although he is a project manager by trade, 
Christopher’s true passion is writing. He 
focuses his writing on faith, success, 
leadership and emotional intelligence, while 
sharing stories and life experiences that have 
shaped him. Christopher takes a holistic 
approach toward self-development, leaning 
on his business, coaching and athletic 
experience. He combines these skills with a 
strong belief in God.

Christopher received his BA in Political 
Science from Hobart and William Smith 
Colleges and his Masters in Public 
Administration from the University of Georgia.
 
Christopher and his wife are the proud 
parents of a beautiful, rambunctious toddler. 
His happiest moments are spent with family 
and close friends. For four months each year, 
Christopher coaches high school basketball, 
working to enrich the lives of young men. 

Elizabeth is the Vice President at Ironshore 
Insurance and a member of the Mergers & 
Acquisitions team.  Elizabeth is responsible 
for underwriting, production and distribution 
of transactional liability insurance products, 
specializing in representations and warranties 
insurance.  

Prior to joining Ironshore, Elizabeth served 
as Vice President with the North American 
Mergers & Acquisitions team at Allied World.  
Previously, Elizabeth practiced law at Kelley 
Drye & Warren LLP, where she specialized in 
private equity M&A transactions.  

Elizabeth earned a Bachelor of Science 
degree from the University of Notre Dame 
and a Juris Doctor degree from the University 
of Connecticut School of Law.  

Elizabeth and her husband Tom live in Sandy 
Springs with their three children; Mary Grace 
(5), Colleen (4), and Declan (1).  They are 
proud parishioners of St. Jude the Apostle.    

Elizabeth Cunnane
Vice President

Ironshore Insurance
Parish: St. Jude
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Adriana de la Torriente is a Georgia attorney 
who focuses her practice on domestic 
relations law. She also represents both 
parents and children in dependency cases in 
juvenile court. Adriana is a native Spanish 
speaker so she is able to meet the needs of 
Georgia's diverse and growing communities.
 
She is a 2015 and 2016 Georgia Super 
Lawyers Rising Star and a 2013 and 2015 
Georgia Trend Magazine Legal Elite Lawyer.  
She was a speaker at the 2014 Nuts and 
Bolts of Family Law.

She is a graduate of the School of Industrial 
and Systems Engineering at the Georgia 
Institute of Technology.  She received her 
Juris Doctor from Georgia State University’s 
College of Law. She is a member of the 
Georgia Association for Women Lawyers 
where she is an active member of the Public 
Affairs Committee. She volunteers her time as 
a pro-bono attorney with Kids in Need of 
Defense (KIND) and the Gwinnett Pro-Bono 
Project.  

Adriana is a parishioner at Immaculate Heart 
of Mary Catholic Church where she serves as 
both a lector and as the co-chair of the Social 
Justice Ministry.   She is married to Jonathan 
Moon; together they are parents to Cecilia, a 
vibrant and independent four-year old. 
Adriana enjoys spending her free time 
cooking and learning how to sew.  

Adriana de la Torriente
Attorney

Torriente Marum, LLC
Parish: Immaculate Heart of Mary

Thomas Curtin
Assistant Head of School

Holy Spirit Preparatory School
Parish: Holy Spirit

Tommy has spent the last ten years serving 
Catholic schools as a teacher and 
administrator.  He is the current Assistant 
Head of School at Holy Spirit Prep, where he 
has also worked as Upper School Principal 
and as a teacher of religion, history, music, 
theater, and Latin.  

An avid musician, Tommy is the composer of 
many liturgical and theatrical pieces, 
including: A Child’s Garden of Songs, based 
on the poetry of Robert Lewis Stevenson; 
The Prodigals, a collection of three one-act 
musical Bible parables; and the two-act 
musical comedy, Chance at Love.  

Tommy is a graduate of the University of 
Notre Dame where he earned his Law degree 
and B.A. degrees in Philosophy and Music 
Theory. 

He and wife Kaitlyn moved to Atlanta in 2008 
and have since been blessed with three 
beautiful children, Becket, Blaise, and Mary 
Rose, who light up their lives daily.

Thomas works with Harp of David, a new 
ministry that helps Catholic and Christian 
artists collaborate in service of the church.
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Jen DeCastro
Director of Advancement
Holy Spirit Prep School

Parish: St. Jude the Apostle

Jen de Castro is the Director of Advancement 
at Holy Spirit Prep School, Atlanta.

De Castro comes to Holy Spirit Prep from 
Atlanta’s High Museum of Art, where she 
served as development manager for special 
projects and major gifts. In 2011, de Castro 
served as the major gifts officer at Marist 
School, Atlanta, where she supported the 
school’s capital campaign for their recently 
completed expansion. She also previously 
worked with Coxe Curry & Associates, 
fundraising and capital campaign consultants. 
She and her children are members of St. 
Jude the Apostle Church, Atlanta.

At Holy Spirit Prep, de Castro oversees all of 
its fundraising efforts, including the direction 
of its annual fund, scholarship programs, and 
future capital campaigns, as well as the 
school’s special events and marketing.

When she’s not working, Jen enjoys reading, 
listening to music, hiking and swimming. 

She is a mother of three and has just added a 
golden retriever puppy to her family.

Nick Delasega is an Account Manager for 
Flint Hills Resources (a subsidiary of Koch 
Industries). He is responsible for managing 
customer relationships in the Southeast 
region of the US where he negotiates supply 
contracts and manages gas and diesel 
inventory. Nick is originally from Kansas and 
was transferred to Atlanta in February, 2015 
for his job.

Nick received a Bachelor of Business 
Administration degree from Pittsburg State 
University (PSU). He currently serves  as the 
PSU Alumni Association President.

Nick is an active member of St. Brigid’s parish 
in Alpharetta where he has been involved with 
CRHP. Additionally, he is involved in the 
Christ the King 20’s and 30’s group as the 
service coordinator.   

In his spare time, Nick enjoys travelling and 
recently returned from a pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land.

Nick Dellasega
Account Manager

Flint Hills Resources
Parish: St. Brigid
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Chris Ensley has worked in financial services 
and consulting for over twenty years, helping 
financial institutions improve performance, 
increase sales and expand into new markets. 
Before joining CMBE Chris worked for several 
companies including Bottomline Technologies, 
MasterCard, Clarity Services. He built brand 
awareness, prospected, coordinated testing, 
and developed client relationships with 
financial institutions and lenders
.
Chris has worked on enterprise-wide 
performance culture engagements for numer-
ous financial institutions throughout the U.S. – 
drawing on his extensive experience in areas 
such as in-branch servicing, sales, service 
training and coaching.  Working collabora-
tively with clients, he utilized his experience to 
define performance culture strategy, identify 
and value attractive sales opportunities, and 
implement organizational behavior and 
business development programs. 

Chris completed the Advanced Management 
Program at the North Carolina School of 
Banking at University of North Carolina 
Chapel Hill, earned an MBA from the 
University of Memphis, and a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Business Management from 
Christian Brothers University.

Chris has been married for over 20 years and 
he and his wife have four children. In his 
spare time, Chris enjoys cycling, running, 
camping, and snowboarding. 

Christian Ensley
Consultant

CMBE Consulting
Parish: St. Ann's

Jason Dew, PhD
Associate Professor of English &

Honors College Coordinator
Georgia State University

Parish: St. Jude

A graduate of Lock Haven University of 
Pennsylvania, Jason went on to earn an MA 
and a PhD in Literature and Criticism from 
Indiana University of Pennsylvania after which 
he moved to Georgia and began his career in 
higher education.  Presently he is an 
Associate Professor of English at the 
newly-minted Georgia State University, 
Dunwoody campus where he also serves as 
the Honors College Coordinator.  He also 
teaches online for both Southern New 
Hampshire University and Troy University, the 
former in the graduate English program, the 
latter in the undergraduate program.

Jason has had the privilege of teaching 
English in China and Spain, and he has also 
participated in professional symposiums in 
Hungary and Turkey.  He was also awarded a 
Georgia Governor’s Teaching Fellowship in 
2014. In addition, Jason is also the author of 
two novels: Gadly Plain (2013), and The Land 
of Silence, which will be released either at the 
end of 2016 or the beginning of 2017.

Jason is a Eucharistic Minister at St. Jude the 
Apostle Catholic Church where he, his wife 
Geraldine, and three girls are parishioners.  
He and his wife are also involved in the 
marriage preparation ministry.  Their three 
daughters attend St. Jude the Apostle 
Catholic School. In his spare time, he enjoys 
fishing and hiking. 
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Leigh Gant
Business Development Officer
Georgia United Credit Union

Parish: St. John Neuman

Leigh has worked in the financial services 
industry for nearly two decades and has deep 
roots in the local communities served by 
Georgia United. Leigh’s professional 
background in operations and employee 
relations, as well as her leadership in 
community nonprofits give her unique insight 
into the financial challenges of mission-driven 
organizations.

Since joining Georgia United in 2005, Leigh 
has helped the Archdiocese of Atlanta, Atlanta 
area schools, the Gwinnett Chamber of 
Commerce, among other Select Employer 
Groups (SEGs), build meaningful financial 
programs for employees that support 
organizational goals and employee 
recruitment and retention. In addition to her 
current role as a Business Development 
Officer, Leigh also led Georgia United’s 
Gwinnett branch for four years, increasing 
growth and profitability, as well as managing 
the branch’s daily operation and overseeing 
staff. 

Throughout her professional career, Leigh 
has also served in key volunteer leadership 
positions in the community and remains active 
in her local parish, St. John Neumann. She 
currently sits on the board of trustees for 
Serra International, the vocational support 
group of the Archdiocese of Atlanta. Leigh 
earned her B.S. in Sociology from James 
Madison University in Virginia.

Juliet’s professional experience includes more 
than 15 years in software sales and 
marketing, but has recently transitioned 
to the non-profit sector as the Director of 
Major and Planned Giving for The Catholic 
Foundation of North Georgia. At The 
Foundation, Juliet utilizes her people skills 
and fluency in Spanish to make connections 
with donors as well as educate the public 
about charitable giving 
opportunities. 
 
Juliet was raised in Christ the King parish, 
attended Christ the King School and Marist 
School. Juliet has a Bachelor’s degree from 
the University of Georgia. 

Now a member of Our Lady of the 
Assumption for over 12 years, Juliet has 
been actively involved in the Parish and 
Stewardship Councils and participates in 
Women’s Circle, Christ Renews His Parish, 
the funeral ministry and a very special 
small faith group.  
 
Juliet, her husband Matt and their three boys 
make their home in Brookhaven. When not 
attending kids’ sporting events, they enjoy 
the outdoors and traveling as a family.

Juliet Greco
Director of Major and Planned Giving

The Catholic Foundation of North Georgia
Parish: Our Lady of the Assumption
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Joseph Hoffman is an associate with Kitchens 
Kelly Gaynes, PC.  He serves his community 
through his roles on various boards including 
the Atlanta Bar Association and the Atlanta 
Council of Younger Lawyers. He also recently 
served as co-chair of ServiceJuris, Inc., a 
non-profit organization devoted to planning a 
day of service to the Atlanta community. Joe 
was selected to participate in the nationally 
recognized Leadership Academy for the Torts, 
Trials, and Insurance section of the American 
Bar Association. He also serves as the 
co-commissioner of the Atlanta Bar 
Association’s Lawyers Basketball League.

Joe was honored three consecutive years on 
the Georgia “Rising Stars” lists as one of the 
best young lawyers in the state in 2014, 2015, 
and 2016. Joe clerked for Honorable Judge 
Wendy L. Shoob in the Superior Court of 
Fulton County, Georgia. 

Joe received his BBA in Economics from the 
University of Georgia and his J.D. from 
Georgia State University.
 
Joseph and his wife, Stacy, have been mar-
ried since 2009 and have a one year old 
daughter. When Joe has free time, he tries to 
spend as much of it with his family as 
possible, whether it’s going out to dinner or 
taking a trip.

Joseph Hoffman
Attorney

Kitchens Kelley Gaynes P.C.
Parish: Holy Family & St. Ann’s

Elizabeth Harris
Attorney

Georgia Department of Banking and Finance
Parish: Christ the King

Elizabeth Harris is an attorney who has 
served in state government for over nine 
years and is currently employed with the 
Georgia Department of Banking and Finance.  
She earned her J.D. from the University of 
Georgia School of Law and a B.A. from the 
Catholic University of America School of 
Philosophy.  

Originally from Mobile, Alabama, Harris has 
lived in Atlanta for ten years and is an active 
parishioner at Christ the King.  

Elizabeth enjoys spending time with family 
and friends, baking sweet treats for them to 
enjoy, walking with her rescue dog, reading 
novels and non-fiction, and cheering for the 
Braves and Bulldogs.  She has been an avid 
runner since high school and regularly 
volunteers with the Atlanta Track Club. 
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Samantha Holowka, CLU
Financial Advisor

Northwestern Mutual
Parish: St. Peter Chanel

With 17 years of experience serving 
Northwestern Mutual clients in various 
marketing and leadership roles around the 
country, Samantha (Sam) answered the call 
to spend more time with her family and serve 
clients directly.  She helps business owners 
and corporate medical professionals with 
saving towards future goals while addressing 
their blind spots, anticipating opportunities 
and preserving wealth when life happens.  
Her growing passion is being an advocate to 
nearly and newly retired people as they face 
the uncertainty of preserving and distributing 
savings for retirement income and legacy 
purposes.

Sam grew up in Fort Wayne, IN before a 
Division I scholarship for volleyball brought 
her to Georgia State University in 1995.  

Sam has been married to Mark Holowka for 
10 years. They have two children, Brendan 
(age 7) and Alayna (age 5.)  She planted her 
roots in Roswell, GA in 2013 after enjoying 
the Decatur/Emory area previously. Sam is 
active in the Roswell business community and 
St. Peter Chanel Catholic Church

   

Dawn Hurlebaus is currently the Vice 
President of Marketing and Learning Services 
with Cybriant, a Cyber Security company.

Dawn is responsible for corporate marketing 
and IT training. With over 30+ years in 
Information Technology, she has been 
recognized across North America by top 
Partners winning national awards on a 
consistent basis for Sales, Marketing, Quality 
of Excellence, Director Awards and Partner of 
the Year Awards.  Dawn also spends much of 
her off time assisting small companies and 
retail establishments with marketing, website 
design, social media and overall business 
mentoring.
  
As a charter member, she attends LifeTeen 
mass with her children every Sunday and is 
extremely active as a volunteer with PSR, the 
prayer and praise group, healing ministry at 
St. Ann’s Church and was a prayer team 
member at the Healing Mass for the 2016 
Eucharistic Congress.

Dawn and her spouse have been together for 
28 years. In 2007 they fostered three siblings 
through Cobb County and in 2008 adopted all 
three children (Matthew, Dallas & Sarah) and 
created a safe and loving home. All the 
children have since been baptized and had 
their first communion. 

Dawn Hurlebaus
VP of Marketing and Learning Services 

Cybriant
Parish: St. Ann's
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Ryan Johnson
Energy Consultant

GDS Associates, Inc.
Parish: St. Ann’s

Ryan Johnson is a father, husband, engineer, 
and environmentalist. He is currently a 
renewable energy consultant at GDS 
Associates in Marietta. Ryan is native to 
Atlanta and attended St. Pius X Catholic High 
School. He is an impassioned advocate who 
is striving to connect our society through 
increased adoption of clean energy systems 
and accelerate the transformation to a 
low-carbon energy world. 

Ryan attended Georgia Tech where he 
graduated with a B.S. degree in Industrial and 
Systems Engineering. Later, while working full 
time, he received his M.B.A. in Finance from 
Georgia State University. He is also a 
licensed Professional Engineer registered in 
Georgia.

Ryan has been married to his wife, Caroline, 
for three years. They have one beautiful little 
girl, Wynne (2), and another baby girl is 
expected in August 2016. Their family life is 
fun, active, and centered on Christ. They just 
moved to Marietta where the family is looking 
for ways to get involved at St. Ann and in the 
community. 

When Ryan is not working or spending time 
with his family, he enjoys watching college 
sports (Georgia Tech and ACC teams), 
reading, playing tennis and golf.

Victoria Inman
Manager

Jabian Consulting
Parish: Johnson Ferry Baptist Church

As a Manager with Jabian Consulting, Victoria 
has a proven ability to multitask in a 
fast-paced environment and manage 
competing priorities with ease while delivering 
value. She has a keen ability to build trusted 
advisor relationships with her clients through 
engagement and problem solving.

Spending her entire career within the 
professional services industry, Victoria is 
skilled in Operational Excellence, Strategy, 
and Human Capital Management. She has 
experience in process optimization, product 
strategy, change management, and learning 
and development. 

Victoria earned a Bachelor of Arts in 
Journalism (A.B.J. in Public Relations) from 
The University of Georgia. 

She has served as an employee-elected 
board member of Jabian Cares. She also 
volunteers her time volunteering for Now I Lay 
Me Down To Sleep and Heart Kisses. In her 
free time, she enjoys photography and boot 
camp classes.
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Richard Kaiser is a Marketing Manager at 
Rented.com. He graduated from the 
University of Georgia with a degree in 
Finance and has spent the last six years in 
digital marketing at early-stage technology 
companies in both San Francisco and Atlanta. 
He is a driven, passionate, and caring 
business professional who is looking forward 
to learning how to better integrate his faith 
into work so that he can become a better 
Catholic business leader.

In his free time, Richard enjoys volunteering 
as a CTK Sunday School teacher and at the 
St. Jude Halfway House. He also enjoys 
playing tennis and soccer, and getting 
involved in his local community.

Richard was born in Smyrna and grew up in 
Roswell. He now lives in Midtown and is a 
parishioner at Christ the King.

Richard Kaiser
Marketing Manager

Rented.com
Parish: Christ the King

Sajeeve Kalarickal
Portfolio Manager

Siemens
Parish: St. Alphonsa Church 

and St. Thomas Aquinas

Sajeeve Kalarickal is a Portfolio Manager with 
Siemens Industry, Inc. He graduated from 
Cochin University of Science and Technology 
with a BS in Computer Science. He later on 
went to get his Masters in Computer Science 
from Florida Atlantic University in Boca Raton, 
Florida. 

Sajeeve prides himself on his exceptional 
leadership skills which include coaching, 
mentoring, team development, and a 
commitment to his colleagues and clients. 
He is an enthusiastic, positive leader and 
hopes to use his talents to open the avenues 
of spreading the Good News. 

In his free time, Sajeeve enjoys coaching his 
son’s sports teams, leading Bible Study, and 
spending time with his family and friends.  
Sajeeve lives in Alpharetta, GA with his wife 
and son.
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Bryan M. Lewis works as a Business Analyst 
at Chick-fil-A Corporate. He has a background 
in User Experience and Human Centered 
Design and works to better improve the 
experience of Operators and Team Members 
inside of the Chick-fil-A Restaurants. He 
focuses on good honest experiences and is 
comfortable working across platforms and 
disciplines. 

Bryan received his Bachelor’s Degree in 
Computational Media from the Georgia 
Institute of Technology.

Bryan and his wife Sadie are new parents and 
are both actively involved at the Cathedral of 
Christ the King in Atlanta. Bryan enjoys 
singing in the Cathedral Choir as well as 
volunteering with the LifeTeen Core Team and 
attending bible studies. Bryan is a 4th degree 
member of the Knights of Columbus and has 
served as an Adoration Guardian for the past 
three years. 

In his free time, Bryan enjoys playing softball, 
watching baseball, and mixing and recording 
music.
 

Bryan Lewis
IT Business Analyst
Chick-fil-a Corporate

Parish: Christ the King

Jennifer Lewis
Associate AIA, Project Designer  

Houser Walker Architecture
Parish: Christ the King

Jennifer Lewis is a project designer with 
Houser Walker Architecture and is currently 
pursuing licensure as a registered architect. 
Jennifer received her Master in Architecture 
and B.S. in Architecture from the Georgia 
Institute of Technology. 

Jennifer is a parishioner at the Cathedral of 
Christ the King and is the coordinator for the 
20/30 Somethings (young adult group). She 
also serves on the Parish Council, Small 
Groups Formation Team, Called & Gifted 
Workshop Team, CRHP Continuation 
Committee, and as a weekly Adoration 
Guardian and Extraordinary Minister of 
Holy Communion. 

In addition to her ministry work, Jennifer is 
heavily involved with her sorority, serving as 
the Resident Supervisor and Continuous 
Open Recruitment advisor for the Alpha 
Gamma Delta chapter at Georgia Tech.

In her spare time Jennifer enjoys traveling, 
reading, playing softball, exploring Atlanta, 
and participating in a weekly Bible Study 
small group.
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Nicole is a passionate, high-performance 
marketing leader with extensive experience in 
the health care and medical device industry, 
B-to-B marketing, and international business 
development.  Skilled in strategic and tactical 
planning and cross-functional team 
leadership, she is an intuitive connector who 
solves business and customer problems 
through active engagement, research, and 
analysis.  Nicole has a strong track record of 
consistently driving results by leveraging team 
strengths and developing/executing 
award-winning go-to-market initiatives that 
exceed marketing metrics and business 
goals. 

Most recently, Nicole was Associate 
Marketing Director for the Global 
Interventional Pain Platform for Halyard 
Health (spin-off of Kimberly-Clark 
Corporation), where she led the company’s 
fastest growing platform.  

Nicole studied at the Institute for American 
Universities in Avignon, France, earned a BA 
in International Studies and French Cultural 
Studies from Emory University, and an MBA 
from the Goizueta Business School at Emory 
University. 

When she’s not at work, Nicole’s interests 
revolve around her family, friends, wellness, 
and learning experiences. 

Nicole S. O’Brien
Director of Marketing

Darby Little, LLC
Parish: St. Peter Chanel 

Jacqueline Oddo
Pediatric Occupational Therapist

The Atlanta Speech School
Parish: Christ the King

Jackie Oddo serves as a full-time 
occupational therapist at The Atlanta Speech 
School where she works closely with parents 
and teachers serving infants, toddlers, and 
school-aged children with special needs  
including newly diagnosed hearing loss, 
neurological and sensory processing 
disorders, developmental delays, and 
language processing disorders.  She holds 
specialized certifications in Neuro-
Developmental Therapy (NDT), and Sensory 
Integration (SIPT).

Jackie received her Bachelor of Science 
degree in Occupational Therapy from The 
University of Alabama in Birmingham, and 
her Master of Science Degree in Early 
Intervention Education from Wheelock 
College in Boston, Massachusetts.  Born 
and raised in Birmingham, Alabama, and  a 
southerner at heart, she returned to the 
deep south after living and working in 
Wisconsin and Boston. 

As an active member of CTK, Jackie serves 
as a lector and  eucharistic minister of holy 
communion and volunteers at Brighton Gar-
dens. Jackie enjoys travel, being with family 
and friends, attending concerts, the outdoors, 
college football, and anything Italian. Her 
maternal and paternal grandparents were all 
born in Italy.
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Vivianne Peralta is an IT management 
consultant currently working as an 
independent contractor with companies 
in the greater Atlanta area. 

Vivianne has 15+ years of IT management 
experience in diverse industries including: 
Information Technology & Services, Human 
Resources, Government, Banking, Health 
Care, Utilities, Transportation, Building 
Materials, Real Estate, and Food & Beverage. 
Most recently, Vivianne cofounded a real 
estate investment company to learn the 
business from a trusted mentor and gain 
skills for future income generating 
opportunities.

Vivianne was born in San Jose, Costa Rica, 
and lived abroad during the early years of her 
life in Venezuela and Puerto Rico before her 
family relocated to the United States 
permanently. She received a Bachelor of Arts 
in Policy Studies from Dickinson College, and 
entered the IT consulting industry upon 
graduation.

She is an active member of the PMI Atlanta 
chapter and Technology Association of 
Georgia. She enjoys volunteering with local 
organizations; staying busy with hobbies such 
as playing tennis and taking part in outdoor 
activities; is an avid football and soccer fan; 
loves international travel; and spending time 
with family in the Atlanta area.

Vivianne M. Peralta
Independent IT Consultant

Parish: Christ the King

Patrick Rice
Senior Analyst  
Ernst & Young

Parish: Christ the King

Patrick Rice is a Senior Analyst for Ernst & 
Young.  His areas of focus include 
Transactions Advisory Valuation and Business 
Modeling as well as Advisory Performance 
Improvement.  Before joining EY, Rice served 
as the COO at Nandio, a healthcare startup.

Patrick received a BA in Theology and 
Pre-Medicine, as well as an MS in 
Engineering and Entrepreneurship from Notre 
Dame. In 2014, He co-founded a healthcare 
diagnostics company, and today he is a 
Senior Analyst at EY with a focus on 
healthcare and life sciences.

Patrick Rice was born in Indiana as the oldest 
of seven children. He is recently married and 
his wife Sarah is in her fourth year of medical 
school. Patrick has a passion for swimming, 
running, biking and golfing, with a particular 
interest in triathlons. He also enjoys historical 
and theologian literature.
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Margaret Ross
Associate, Economic & Valuation Services

KPMG
Parish: Christ the King

Margaret Ross is an associate in the 
Economic and Valuation Services practice at 
KPMG where she performs and reviews 
valuation engagements regarding publicly and 
privately-held businesses, reporting units, and 
intangible assets for tax, financial reporting, 
and management planning purposes. She 
received her Masters of Accountancy with a 
focus in Valuation from Vanderbilt University 
and her undergraduate degree in Economics 
from The University of Tennessee, Knoxville. 

Margaret is a member of the Cathedral of 
Christ the King where she has been actively 
involved as a small group leader in the 
LifeTeen program. She also frequently 
volunteers at St. Francis' Table, a ministry of 
the Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. 
She is the service events coordinator for the 
Vanderbilt Alumni Association's Atlanta 
Chapter and is also a member of the Junior 
League of Atlanta. Additionally, she is a 
member of the Department of Economics 
Advisory Board at the University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville.

Outside of work, Margaret spends the majority 
of her time volunteering or with friends. Since 
she has a particular passion for cooking and 
interacting with children, most of her volunteer 
activities correspond with those two passions. 
When she is not working, volunteering, or 
spending time with family, she is exploring the 
many activities and restaurants within the 
bustling metropolis of Atlanta.

Lisette was born in Lima, Peru where she 
attended a French Catholic School. She was 
able to study in France during her senior year 
and graduated as a Valedictorian in 2002.

In 2003, Robles started her undergraduate 
studies in Atlanta and in 2012 graduated 
Summa Cum Laude from her MBA program 
at Kennesaw State University with a 
specialization in Global Marketing and 
International Business. 

Upon completion of the MBA program she 
interned at The Coca-Cola Company, and this 
year returned to the company after having 
worked for other marketing companies and in 
Latin America. She is now an Associate Brand 
Manager at The Coca-Cola Company and 
loves her career.

During her leisure time, Lissette loves to 
spend time with her family, continuously learn, 
be involved in professional and social 
organizations, attend Mass and activities at 
the Cathedral with friends, travel, speak in 
English/Spanish/French, go to the gym and 
play tennis. 

Lissette Davila Robles
Associate Brand Manager

Coca-Cola Company
Parish: Christ the King
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Fred Rushing currently works for Carlton 
Fields Jorden Burt.  Fred is an associate in 
the firm’s national trial practice group.  He 
focuses his practice on complex commercial 
litigation in state and federal courts 
throughout the United States. He handles all 
phases of complex litigation, from advising 
clients before suits are filed, to assisting 
clients through the appellate stage. In addition 
to his work as a litigator, Fred has experience 
with a variety of real estate transactions, 
including property acquisition and 
development.

Fred graduated from the University of Georgia 
in 2011 with a degree in Political Science.  
In 2014, he earned his law degree from 
Mercer University School of Law.

A native of Athens, Georgia, Fred resides in 
Johns Creek with his wife Elizabeth, and their 
two dogs, Brylie and Kahlua.  

Fred and Elizabeth are members of Saint 
Brigid Catholic Church.  In his spare time, 
Fred enjoys spending time with his wife, 
watching sports, taking his dogs on long 
walks, and reading science fiction novels.

 

Frederic Rushing
Associate

Carlton Fields Jorden Burt, P.A.
Parish: Saint Brigid

Damellys Sacriste is the Associate Director of 
Adult Ministry for the Archdiocese of Atlanta. 
Originally from Venezuela, she received her 
Bachelor of Arts in Religious Studies from 
Saint Leo University, and has spent a large 
part of her professional life working in Catholic 
ministry. 

Damellys has one daughter. She loves 
spending time with her daughter and 
volunteering. She enjoys learning new things, 
and is excited about the opportunity to 
expand her knowledge and her network in the 
Leadership Class. 

 

Damellys Sacriste
Associate Director of Adult Ministry

Archdiocese of Atlanta
Parish: Prince of Peace
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Elaine Szeto
Director of Sales 

Wyndham Property
Parish: Christ the King

Elaine has worked in hospitality and customer 
service for over ten years. She is the Director 
of Sales at a Wyndham property, which is 
owned and operated by C&W hotels. 
Previously she worked on the grand opening 
team for Hyatt Regency Villa Christina as a 
Sales and Catering Manager. Elaine also has 
experience curating and selling artwork.

Elaine received a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
International Studies and German from the 
University of Memphis as well as an MBA 
from the Glion Institute of Higher Education in 
Switzerland.

When she has free time, Elaine enjoys 
traveling, and has been to a whopping 45 
countries. She also enjoys running, hiking, 
dancing, yoga and rowing competitively. 
Elaine is a very active parishioner at Christ 
the King and serves as a Eucharistic Minister, 
Mass Usher, CRHP Alumni, and is active in 
20/30 ministries and CTK Believes.

Mary Steves is a Program Coordinator for The 
Growing Leaders Initiative, a non-profit 
organization which serves public schools, 
state universities, and civic organizations, as 
well as faith-based organizations and 
churches. The Growing Leaders goal is to 
equip and mobilize one percent of the world’s 
population under the age of 25 (30 million 
students) to think and act like authentic, 
life-giving leaders. 

Prior to her collegiate career, Mary deferred a 
year of school for an internship with the 
California Department of Education through 
the California Association of Future Farmers 
of America. Mary received her Bachelor’s 
degree in Agriculture Science and Education 
from California State University in Chico. 

Mary was born and raised in Northern 
California in the rural, small town of Escalon, 
famously known as the only place to get gas 
before Yosemite National Park. She comes 
from a large, loud Portuguese family where a 
“small gathering” is often times upwards of 50 
people. She is new to Atlanta as she moved 
cross country over the summer to start her 
work with The Growing Leaders Initiative.

Outside of work, Mary enjoys all things 
involving breakfast! She also enjoys live 
music, Karaoke, skiing, and like a true 
Californian, the beach. 

 

Mary Steves
Program Coordinator

The Growing Leaders Initiative
Parish: Christ the King



As a Financial Advisor and President of Vining 
Financial Services, Inc., Karen Vining enjoys 
working with people and helping them meet 
their financial goals. Karen has been in the 
financial services industry for over 30 years 
and has been running her own financial 
planning firm for over 20 years.

Karen is a Certified Senior Advisor (CSA) and 
a Registered Financial Consultant (RFC) as 
well as a member of Financial Services 
Institute. She is a 7-year Five Star Wealth 
Manager award winner. Karen holds various 
industry licenses and registrations. Karen is 
securities licensed in multiple states.

Karen received her BA in Education from 
Oglethorpe University.

Karen is involved in her community and St. 
Ann Catholic Church.  She has been involved 
in the St. Ann Life Teen program as a teen 
program volunteer as well as a member of the 
Parent 4 Life Teen Board. She has been a 
speaker at the St. Ann Career Quest ministry 
for five years and has spoken to many groups 
in the Atlanta area. Karen has served on the 
parishes Financial Committee and is a past 
East Cobb YMCA board member for 20 years.

Karen has been married to her husband, 
Steve, for 31 years and they have 3 daugh-
ters and one granddaughter. She is looking 
forward to traveling the world now that her 
children are grown.

 

Karen Vining, CSA, RFC
Financial Advisor

Vining Financial Services, Inc.
Parish: St. Ann’s

Laine Watson
HR Lead

Ultimate Software
Parish: Our Lady of Assumption

Laine Watson recently joined Ultimate 
Software as a talent Lead. Prior to joining 
Ultimate Software, Watson worked in Human 
Resources for over 25 years with Accenture. 
She is senior human resources leader with a 
broad range of strategic and operational 
experiences across the employee life cycle. 

Laine has a successful record of delivering 
high quality results in a fast-paced 
environment. She has extensive experience 
working with C-level leadership in global and 
local environments to drive key talent 
outcomes that are aligned with business 
strategy.

Laine received her Bachelor’s degree in 
Industrial Engineering from Georgia Tech. 
She is a member of the HR Leadership Forum 
of Atlanta and volunteers for the Foundation 
of  Mitochondrial Medicine.

Laine has been married to her husband Scott, 
for 15 years. They have two children, ages 13 
and 12, who attend school at OLA. Outside of 
work, she enjoys spending time with family 
and friends, participating in church activities, 
exercising, and traveling.
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Kevin Webb is a Director of Finance at 
Georgia-Pacific, where he has worked for the 
past six years in various finance roles.  His 
current area of responsibility is leading the 
risk analytics and accounts receivable 
departments in GP’s Treasury organization.  

Kevin serves as the Vice Chairman of the 
Board for First Miami University Student 
Federal Credit Union, where he mentors and 
provides guidance to students who run a 
real-life financial institution while completing 
their undergraduate degrees.   

Kevin received his MBA in Banking and 
Finance from Case Western Reserve 
University in Cleveland and earned his 
undergraduate degree in Business 
Administration from Miami University in Ohio, 
majoring in Finance and minoring in Spanish.  
He also spent a semester studying abroad at 
Miami's campus in Luxembourg.   

Growing up near Indianapolis, Kevin is an 
avid Indianapolis Colts and Indiana Pacers 
fan.  He enjoys tennis, basketball, golf, 
running, and traveling in his free time.  

Kevin and his wife Heather, a 2012 CCA 
Leadership Class graduate, have a toddler 
daughter, Caroline, and attend Holy Trinity 
Catholic Church.  

Kevin Webb
Director of Finance

Georgia-Pacific
Parish: Holy Trinity

Marlene White 
Executive Director

Decatur Cooperative Ministry
Parish: Berean Christian Church

Marlene White is the Executive Director of 
Decatur Cooperative Ministry. In her role 
Marlene leads and sustains programs and 
services to reduce homelessness, poverty 
and improve overall family wellness by 
cultivating and strengthening strategic 
partnerships. 

She is a dedicated servant leader who has 
cultivated over 28 years of skills through 
programmatic, management, and executive 
governance. Through a service first approach 
she has provided leadership and built a 
positive organizational culture for nonprofit 
organizations focused on vulnerable, 
marginalized and at-risk populations. By 
sharing power and influence Marlene has 
developed, guided and supported nonprofit 
organizations and communities to build good 
societies. 

She received her MS. Ed from Capella 
University with a specialization in Enrollment 
Management and earned her undergraduate 
degree from City University of New York. 

In her spare time, Marlene enjoys spending 
time with her daughters, ages 26 and 21.

2016 Catholic Charities Atlanta   Leadership Class


